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49 Years of Civil
Liberties Action

Big mahalo to some special friends

A

time to remember. Hawaiiʻs fight
for marriage equality was finally
won in 2014, but began over two
decades earlier, with tenacious advocates
who, in setback after setback, never,
ever gave up. Huge thanks go out to all
supporters who got involved with our
coalition, Hawai‘i United for Marriage, on
Oahu, Hawai‘i Island and Maui, to those
cool heads who helped keep the peace at
contentious hearings and demonstrations,
and who kept positive pressure on our
lawmakers to do the right thing. We are
still in awe of your courage, tenacity and
vision. Bravo! Brava!

V

olunteers make us strong, arm
in arm. At parades and marches,
at rallies and tabling events, in
the media and during some great events
like “Policy Perspectives on Medical
Marijuana” featuring visiting speakers
Mayor Robert Jacob of Sebastapol, CA,
and attorney James Anthony, Jr. ACLU
Hawai‘i also celebrated its third year as a
founding sponsor of LaborFest Hawai‘i, to

celebrate and raise awareness of organized laborʻs history and importance in
the islands. In the Legislature, as part of
our coalitions Fresh Approach Hawai‘i and
the Medical Cannabis Coalition of Hawai‘i
(with Hawaiiʻs Drug Poilcy Action Group),
we saw the first-ever improvements to
Hawaiiʻs 14 year-old medical cannabis law
come to passage.

2014

marked the 50th
anniversary of the
Civil Rights Act,
and the 20th anniversary of the landmark
Hawai‘i Supreme Court decision Baehr
v. Lewin, which started the nationwide
momentum toward marriage equality. Civil
liberties are part of the national conversation, and we are so very proud and happy
to enjoy the support and volunteerism of
the people of Hawai‘i nei.
In 2015, the ACLU marks 50 years defending freedom in Hawai‘i, and with your
kokua, we look forward to new challenges
and victories for fairness and equality!
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President’s Message

Statewide gatherings in 2015 will help chart the course as ACLU celebrates
50 years in Hawai‘i!

We invite you to be part of a special
celebration period as the local ACLU
in 2015 marks 50 years of service in
Hawai‘i. Check back for details about
special events statewide that will be
thought-provoking, exciting and most
importantly, offer opportunities to
know about your rights and use that
knowledge to protect you and others
from government abuse of power.

Our mission to protect and expand
fundamental rights for all people
would not be possible without the
support of many individuals statewide. As a private non-profit, your
local ACLU delivers legal, legislative
and public education services everyday at no cost to the public. We do
not accept government funding. Our
tireless advocacy is made possible
by a dedicated network of volunteers,
activists, donors, members, clients,
staff and Board leaders. We will be
spotlighting these special pioneers

throughout the year.

Join us as we acknowledge how the
ACLU has contributed to the Hawai‘i
way of life and re-dedicate ourselves
to secure a future that continues to
honor island values and protect the
Bill of Rights for all people.
Mahalo nui loa!

Barbara A. Ankersmit, President

Where violations of civil rights occurred, we use litigation as a last resort when informal resolution is not
possible. Staff lawyers work alongside cooperating attorneys from the
community who generously donate
their time and expertise. Our legal
report can be found on our website,
www.acluhawaii.org.
Here are some recent highlights:
1st Amendment & Maui County:
The ACLU brought two cases in 2014,
which already settled: a case reaffirming the free speech rights of government employees in their personal
lives. In that case, the ACLU represented Plaintiff Neldon Mamuad ,
who runs the popular “MauiWatch”
Facebook page) He faced censorship and threats against his employment from the County. Co-counsel in
this case were Marcus Landsberg IV,
Sam MacRoberts and Phillip Lowenthal. The second case, involves free

speech rights on public sidewalks.

• No longer need a permit.
• Can have a small table to distribute literature,
no permit needed.
• May get a permit, to reserve a space, but will
no longer have to indemnify the state and will not
have to obtain insurance if they cannot afford it.

Prison conditions: With the Human
Vanessa Y. Chong, Executive Director

Check our website for
gatherings, and other
50th Anniversary events!
www.acluhawaii.org

2014 Legal Program Highlights

Each year, nearly 1000 individuals
contact the ACLU of Hawai‘i seeking assistance. Although we can only
take a small handful of cases, ACLU
attorneys review and respond to every inquiry. Many civil liberties problems are resolved informally with
government officials. For non-civil liberties matters, we make appropriate
referrals.

affected, The ACLU and Chun Kerr
attorney Alexandra Rosenblatt filed
- and quickly settled - a 1st Amendment lawsuit challenging opaque
and restrictive rules governing demonstrations in public spaces like the
Hawai‘i State Capitol Rotunda. As a
direct result of this lawsuit, individuals or groups (of any size) wishing to
demonstrate at the State Capitol (or
other property controlled by the Department of Accounting and General
Services (“DAGS”)):

Pastor Strat Goodhue and his wife
Doreen are plaintiffs against Maui
County after being ejected from a
public sidewalk for handing out leaflets. ACLU Hawai‘i and cooperating
attorney Matthew Winter, along with
his firm Davis Levin Livingston, are
representing them.
In 2013, ACLU settled a case that
helped overturn an overly broad law
limiting free expression on public
roadways of Maui County. Plaintiffs
Mele Stokesberry and Chuck Carletta were shocked when Maui Police
Department placed strict limitations
on messages participants were allowed to carry during the Martin Luther King, Jr. Day parade.
Voting rights & Hawai‘i County:
Filed a lawsuit on behalf of Puna
residents denied the right to vote in
the wake of Hurricane/Tropical Storm
Iselle because they were physically
unable to reach the polls. Though the
Hawai‘i Supreme Court dismissed the
case, we plan to work legislatively in
the 2015 session to pass measures
protecting the right to vote, even during a natural disaster.
The right to demonstrate on State
land, including at the Hawai‘i State
Capitol: On behalf of plaintiff Pamela Lichty, whose organization,
the Drug Policy Action Group, was

Rights Defense Center and Rosen
Bien Galvan & Grunfeld, we settled two cases against the State of
Hawai‘i and the for-profit Corrections
Corporation of America arising out of
the murders of Hawai‘i prisoners at a
Corrections Corporation of America
facility in Arizona.
1st Amendment & Hawai‘i County:
We represent Kona resident Justin
Guy, who was cited under an unconstitutional anti-panhandling law. The
ACLU represented him in criminal
court; where charges were eventually dismissed. We then sued in federal court, obtaining a Temporary Restraining Order prohibiting the County
from interfering with Mr. Guy’s First
Amendment rights.

2014 Public Education Program

Inform! Inspire! Involve! Over 100
ACLU volunteers statewide help the
cause in all kinds of ways and weʻre
grateful. Itʻs easy, exciting and so
needed. Have an hour or two? More?
Contact us! office@acluhawaii.org.

Capitol, and for the public in Honolulu and Hilo.

2014 Highlights:
• Visiting speakers Mayor Robert Jacob of Sebastopol CA and attorney
James Anthony, Jr. presented an
educational discussion, “Policy Perspectives on Medical Marijuana,”
for legislators at the Hawai‘i State

• To raise awareness as we move
into our 50th Anniversary celebration,
ACLU-HI has developed a prototype
Youth Rights Guide. Big mahalo to
volunteer Stephen Downes for his
research, writing and layout assistance!

• ACLU-HI co-sponsored LaborFest,
celebrating the history and future of
collective bargaining in Hawai‘i.

Finance

Income

2014 Legislative Program Highlights
The ACLU of Hawai‘i monitored
hundreds of bills and testified many
times during the Hawai‘i State Legislative session. We lobby lawmakers,
meet with community allies, conduct
public education campaigns and engage grassroots participation through
email and social media, helping supporters advance civil rights. Victories
include:
•Passage of SB 1 (marriage equality) during the Special Legislative
Session in 2013.
• Advancing the repeal or reform of
drug laws that do more harm than
good, including laws governing medical marijuana and adult use of mari-

juana. ACLU-HI has been an active
participant in the legislatively convened Medical Marijuana Dispensary Task Force throughout 2014.
•Promoting discussion among lawmakers regarding separation of
church and state in the delivery of
early education to Hawaiiʻs keiki, and
how the right to vote can be better
protected during natural disasters,
especially in rural areas.
The 2015 session opens 1/21/15.
Join our private email list for legislative and other breaking news from
the ACLU of Hawai‘i. Email: addme@
acluhawaii.org.

Expenses

Total Income: 				
Total Expenses: 			
Change in Net Assets:		

$768,182
$660,674
$107,508

Source: Consolidated Audited Statement for ACLU-HI and ACLU-HI Foundation, Fiscal Year
2013 (April 1, 2013 - March 31, 2014). The American Civil Liberties Union of Hawai‘i and the
American Civil Liberties Union of Hawai‘i Foundation file yearly “Form 990s” with the IRS. You
can review these public reports by registering (free) at http://www/guidestar.com.

2014 Volunteer Leadership, Committees & Working Groups

The ACLU’s impact is magnified by the W. Smith, Moana Asam Yost, Patrick Y.
tireless kōkua of our volunteer leaders Taomae, Nancy J. Youngren.
- mahalo!
Governance: Roger W. Fonseca,
Committees & Working Groups,
Barbara Ankersmit, Pamela Lichty,
12/2014:
Chairs listed first, members follow alphabetically.
Haksoon Andrea Low, Patrick Y. Taomae, A. Joris Watland.
Annual Meeting: George Atkins, Barbara Ankersmit, Patrick Y. Taomae.
Litigation: Michael Livingston, Peter
Davis Levin 1st Amendment Conference: Ibrahim Aoude, Mark Davis,
Paul Sullivan, Matthew Winter.
Finance: Rick Schneider, Patrick Y.
Taomae.
Fundraising: L. Richard Fried, Jr.,
Gen. Campaign Chair.

Esser, Roger W. Fonseca, Nalani Fujimori Kaina, William Harrison, Steven
H. Levinson, Marianita Lopez, Clyde
Wadsworth, Matthew Winter, G. Todd
Withy.
Nominating: Haksoon Andrea Low,
Jeffrey Hong, Jackie Young.

Patrick Y. Taomae – Treasurer
Pamela G. Lichty – At-Large
Steven H. Levinson – At-Large
Jackie Young – Affirmative Action Officer
Marianita Lopez – Natʻl Board Rep.
Jeff Hong – Natʻl Board Rep., At-Large
Ibrahim Aoude
George Atkins
Roger W. Fonseca
Barbara L. Franklin (Hawai‘i Island)
Scott Nishimoto
Esther Solomon (Kauai)
Misaki Takabayashi (Hawai‘i Island)
A. Joris Watland
Brooke Wilson

Staff Team:
Youth Affairs: Esther Solomon, John
Holly Berlin – Legal and Legislative
Bickel, Karen Lee, Brooke Wilson, Jackie Assistant
Amicus Club Campaign: Roger W.
Young.
Vanessa Y. Chong – Executive Director
Fonseca, Nadine Ando, Wesley Y.S.
Daniel Gluck – Legal Director
Chang, Barbara Franklin, Edward C.
Board of Directors:
Kit Grant – Deputy Director
Kemper, Steven H. Levinson, Marianita Barbara A. Ankersmit – President
Lois Perrin – Of Counsel
Lopez, Haksoon Andrea Low, Robert
Haksoon Andrea Low – Vice President Tracey Tokuoka – Executive Assistant
K. Merce, Judith Ann Pavey, Elbridge Moana Asam Yost – Secretary

Board Leadership:
The ACLU of Hawai‘i Nominating Committee year-round
seeks candidates statewide
to fill future vacancies on the
Board of Directors. Nominees
of diverse backgrounds are
welcome who can be visionary
leaders. Prior Board experience not required but solid candidates are committed to ACLU
mission, collaboration & nonprofit excellence. To increase
diversity, we are especially encouraging individuals who best
represent youth, ethnic/racial
minorities and/or disability communities to be nominated.
Send recommendations (all
confidential) to Executive Director Vanessa Chong <vchong@
acluhawaii.org> along with resume of candidate.

Support our Work!
JOIN the ACLU as a member
DONATE to the ACLU
VOLUNTEER your time
SUBSCRIBE to email lists
FOLLOW our work online:
@acluhawaii
acluhawaii
http://www.acluhawaii.org
office@acluhawaii.org
(808) 522-5900
(877) 544-5906 toll free, neighbor islands
(808) 522-5909 FAX

