
 

Committee:  Committee on Judiciary 

Hearing Date/Time: Friday, March 18, 2016, 2:00 p.m.  

Place:   Conference Room 325 

Re:   Testimony of the ACLU of Hawaii in Support of S.B. 2411, S.D.2, Relating 

to Law Enforcement Cameras  

 

Dear Chair Rhoads and Members of the Committee on Judiciary: 

 

The American Civil Liberties Union of Hawaii (“ACLU of Hawaii”) writes in support of S.B. 

2411, S.D.2, which establishes requirements for body-worn cameras and vehicle cameras by 

county police departments, and appropriates funds as a grant-in-aid to each county for the 

purchase of cameras.  The ACLU strongly supports this measure as currently written; however, 

we would also support a number of amendments (as set forth below) should the Committee wish 

to adopt them.  

 

Body cameras protect police officers and the general public 
 
Body-worn police officer cameras may reduce use-of-force and citizen complaints, and may 

deter bad behavior of both law enforcement officers and members of the public. A study 

conducted from 2012 to 2013 found an overall 60% reduction in use-of-force incidents after the 

body cameras were deployed (thus improving safety both for the individual officers and for the 

general public), and an 88% reduction in citizen complaints between the year prior to and 

following deployment.
1
 Another study saw a 75% reduction in injuries to suspects at the hands of 

officers using body cameras.
2
 Reducing use-of-force incidents and injuries to suspects would 

likely increase public trust in our officers, making law enforcement stronger. Additionally, 

footage captured by police office body cameras can offer exonerating evidence for officers 

falsely accused of misconduct and help to quickly resolve potential complaints.
3
 

 

Body cameras are already in use 
 
Police departments on both Maui and Kauai have begun the process of implementing body-worn 

cameras.   Maui County has already conducted a pilot project, and Mayor Alan Arakawa 

                                                           
1
 See Lindsay Miller, Jessica Toliver & Police Executive Research Forum, Implementing a Body-Worn Camera 

Program:  Recommendations and Lessons Learned, Community Oriented Policing Services, U.S. Dep’t of Justice at 

5 (2014), available at https://www.justice.gov/iso/opa/resources/472014912134715246869.pdf. 

 
2
 See David Harris, Study: OPD body cams help reduce complaints, injuries, Orlando Sentinel  (Oct. 9, 2015), 

available at http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/breaking-news/os-opd-body-cameras-research-20151009-

story.html. 

    
3
 See Michael D. White, Police Officer Body-Worn Cameras:  Assessing the Evidence, Community Oriented 

Policing Services, U.S. Dep’t of Justice (2014), at 24, available at 

https://www.ojpdiagnosticcenter.org/sites/default/files/spotlight/download/Police%20Officer%20Body-

Worn%20Cameras.pdf. 
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announced that the Maui P.D. “should be rolling out body cameras by the end of the year.”
4
  As 

such, there is an urgent need for the Legislature to pass clear, uniform, state-wide guidance to 

ensure that law enforcement officers across the state have consistent policies when using body-

worn cameras.  S.B. 2411, S.D.2 strikes the right balance between government accountability 

and individual privacy by setting clear guidance for the retention/deletion of footage, operation 

of cameras, and disclosure of footage.  

 

Funding is available for the implementation of body-worn cameras 
 
Federal funding is available for the purchase of body-worn police cameras. In 2015, the U.S. 

Department of Justice (“DOJ”), through its Bureau of Justice Assistance (“BJA”), announced 

over $22 million in available grants to assist local and tribal law enforcement agencies in in the 

implementation of body-worn camera programs.
5
 Maui has received at least $78,000 through this 

grant.
6
 

 

Suggestions regarding funding and HRS chapter 92F 
 
While the ACLU of Hawaii supports this bill as currently written, we would also support the 

following amendments:  

 

(1) Disbursing matching funds through the Department of the Attorney General, rather than 

directly to the individual counties, and authorize the Department to promulgate 

administrative rules (if necessary) to effectuate the intent of this measure;  

(2) Changing the effective date of this measure to January 1, 2017, to allow a period of 

transition; and  

(3) Changing sections 52D and 52E in accordance with suggestions made by the Civil Beat 

Law Center regarding HRS chapter 92F 

 

  

                                                           
4
 Mayor Arakawa:  State of the County is “One of Perpetual Change,” Maui Now (Mar. 15, 2016), available at 

http://mauinow.com/2016/03/14/mayor-arakawa-state-of-the-county-is-one-of-perpetual-change/; Maui mayor 

addresses body cameras, misspending in State of the County, KHON2 News (Mar. 14, 2016), available at 

http://khon2.com/2016/03/14/maui-mayor-addresses-body-cameras-misspendinig-in-state-of-the-county/.  

5
 See Body-Worn Camera Program Fact Sheet, Bureau of Justice Statistics, U.S. Dep’t of Justice (2015), available 

at https://www.bja.gov/bwc/pdfs/BWCPIP-Award-Fact-Sheet.pdf. 

 
6
Maui police to test body cameras on Halloween, Honolulu Star-Advertiser (Oct. 24, 2015), available at 

http://www.staradvertiser.com/breaking-news/maui-police-to-test-body-cameras-on-halloween/.  
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Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Mandy Finlay 

Advocacy Coordinator 

ACLU of Hawaii 
 
The mission of the ACLU of Hawaii is to protect the fundamental freedoms enshrined in the U.S. 

and State Constitutions.  The ACLU of Hawaii fulfills this through legislative, litigation, and 

public education programs statewide.  The ACLU of Hawaii is a non-partisan and private non-

profit organization that provides its services at no cost to the public and does not accept 

government funds.  The ACLU of Hawaii has been serving Hawaii for 50 years. 


