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Aloha!

The ACLU of Hawai‘i turns 50 
this year — wow! Our mission 
to protect fundamental rights 
for all people would not be pos-
sible without extraordinary sup-
port from the local community.  

As a private non-profit, your 
ACLU delivers legal, legislative 
and public education services 
every day, with never a dime of 
government funding. We owe 
our fierce independence and 
tireless advocacy to the cour-
age, generosity, and talent of 
many individuals: volunteers, 
activists, donors, members, cli-
ents, attorneys, organizational 
allies, staff and Board leaders. 
We will be spotlighting these 
special pioneers throughout 
the year and will be offering op-
portunities to know more about 
your rights that promise to be 
thought-provoking if not down-
right exciting.

Join us as we reflect on an in-
credible journey to this moment 
and re-dedicate ourselves to 
secure a future that continues 
to honor island values and 
protect the Bill of Rights for all 
people.

    Sincerely, 

    Barbara A. Ankersmit, 
    Board President

    L. Richard Fried, Jr., 
    General Campaign Chair

         Vanessa Y. Chong, 
         Executive Director

Save the date to celebrate! • CHECK BACK FOR DETAILS!

Pau Hana with a Purpose
 Thursday, October 15, 2015 
 4:30 - 7:30 p.m., Honolulu location TBA 

E komo mai! Plan now to join the celebration that will bring together  
long-time and new supporters to savor ACLU's impact on Hawai‘i and to commit 
to being an even stronger advocate to advance civil liberties and civil rights for all 
people. 
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50th anniversary 
spotlight!
• Affiliate “Pop-Ups” - Find us at: 

 
 
• Pau Hana with a Purpose
• Share your stories!

Davis Levin First Amendment Conference 
featuring Edward Snowden - closed cap-
tioned on DVD and YouTube!
On Valentine's Day, 2015, people from Hawai‘i and around the world 
joined “Can Democracy Survive Secrecy?”, a live conversation with 
NSA whistleblower Edward Snowden, via video link from Moscow. 

On stage at the sold-out Hawai‘i Convention Center was ACLU attorney Ben 
Wizner, returning to the islands to talk national security, civil rights and the future 
of privacy - alongside his most famous client. New this year: a statewide simul-
cast and a live Internet stream, courtesy of ‘Ōlelo Community Media, Akakū Maui, 
Hō‘ike Kauai and Nā Leo O Hawai‘i in Hilo and Kona; questions came from the 
audience and via Twitter; and a closed-captioned DVD, free to all public libraries 
statewide and to the public available soon. To watch the Conference online, visit 
http://bit.ly/1eEoGK8 or on YouTube.

The Davis Levin First Amendment Conference is 
generously supported by the Davis Levin Livingston 
Charitable Foundation. Mahalo!

Our 50th Anniversary - time  for 
reflection, looking forward,  
and celebration - join us! 
To increase our reach, the local ACLU 
will be rolling out several pop-ups state-
wide. Casual but serious listenting gath-
erings, pop-ups will be aimed at identi-
fying where and how the ACLU can be a 
better resource and advocate. Join the 
conversation and/or send us your two 
cents. Events are free except where 
noted. 

We are kicking off this series with a 
booth at the Amazing Hawaii Comic 
Con - visit our "1st Amendment Lounge" 
in the Exhibitor area!

Watch our website and social me-
dia feeds for more details, or call the 
event hotline: (808) 522-5906 (1-877-
544-5906 toll free from the Neighbor 
Islands). ADA-accessible, light refresh-
ments provided where allowable. Spe-
cial accommodation requests at least 
two weeks in advance. We will always 
try to meet requests. 

RSVP appreciated to help us budget, 
drop-ins welcome!   Please bring a 
friend!  See reverse or email: office@
acluhawaii.org.
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ACLU @ ComicCon!:

Fri., 9/18: 3pm-8pm

Sat., 9/19: 10am-7pm

Sun., 9/20: 10am-6pm 

Hawai‘i Convention Center
1801 Kalākaua Ave.
Honolulu, HI 96815

The Amazing Hawaii Comic-
Con charges an admission 
fee. Details: www.amazingha-
waiicomiccon.com/
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"Give Aloha" at Foodland & Sack N 
Save stores statewide, all during Sep-
tember! Use the ACLU of Hawai‘i gift 
code: 77407 - big mahalo!
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VICTORY! Dispensaries bill becomes law. This is 
the most important victory in the medical marijuana 
program’s 15-year history. ACLU-HI participated in a 
6-month dispensary task force whose policy recom-
mendations largely became HB 321 - which became 
law 7/15/14. Local advocates were critical to this win. 
So many passionate people and families shared stories 
through social media, email and a series of statewide 
public events, “Policy Perspectives on Medical Mari-
juana,” guest speakers incuding Robert Jacob, mayor 
of Sebastopol, CA. More progress: A companion bill, SB 
1291, prohibits discrimination in housing, organ trans-
plant qualification, and parental rights based on status as 
a medical marijuana patient. 

VICTORY! Equal protection for immigrants: We 
helped pass a bill establishing limited-purpose driversʻ 
licenses that do not require documentation of immigra-
tion status. The bill further protects against discrimination 
for those using this limited-purpose license. HB 1007 will 
increase the number of safe and insured drivers on the 
road in Hawai‘i and allow all the mobility they need to be 
productive members of our society.
 
VICTORY! Gender markers on birth certificates: 
Signed by Governor Ige 7/13/15, HB 631 makes it easier 
for transgender persons to change the gender marker on 
their Hawai‘i birth certificate. This is a big win for trans-

gender rights. Those wishing to change their birth cer-
tificate gender marker will no longer be required to have 
surgery in order for the government to recognize their 
personal gender designation. 

Protecting the First Amendment with a media shield 
law: 48 other states protect journalistsʻ right to use confi-
dential sources – itʻs called a “media shield” – a vital tool 
to fight intimidation and government corruption and to 
promote transparency. Hawaiiʻs media shield law ex-
pired, and a new bill, HB 295, stalled in the Senate, leav-
ing journalists in uncertain territory. We look forward to 
working with allies again in 2016 to bring Hawaiiʻs media 
protections into step with the rest of the nation.

Protecting the vote: Hurricane Iselle slammed into 
Hawai‘i Island on election day, throwing the vote into 
chaos for several districts, with response hampered by 
vague laws governing election day disaster scenarios. 
Determined to protect the vote, we filed an unsuccessful 
emergency lawsuit, then focused on SB 243 (requiring 
the Office of Elections to make alternate arrangements 
for voters unable to reach the polls on election day be-
cause of natural disaster or other widespread emergen-
cy) - SB 243 did not pass in 2015, but we will continue to 
advocate for strong protections for everyoneʻs basic right 
to vote.

Why we fight! Left: Dispensary task force member Jari Sugano is mom to five year old M., who 
suffers from a rare type of severe epilepsy.  After pharmaceuticals failed to control the seizures, she 
turned to CBD oil – a non-psychocactive, edible form of medical marijuana  – with dramatic, 
positive results. Center: Robert Jacob, Mayor of Sebastopol, CA and Exexutive Director of lead-
ing edge dispensary Peace In Medicine shared his policy knowledge at Medical Canabis Coalition 
of Hawai‘i events in Honolulu and Hilo. Seated is co-presenter, Hawai‘i-born attorney James 
Anthony, a land-use expert for dispensaries in California.

Why we fight: Legal/Legislative Assistant Holly Berlin 
during a fact-finding trip to Pahoa, Hawai‘i Island in 
the wake of Hurricane Iselle, showing first hand the scale 
of devastation and danger faced by voters on election day 
2014. 

YOUR ACLU: vigilant, independent, non-partisan. 50 years strong!
P.O. Box 3410, Hon., HI 96801; FAX: 808.522.5909. Gifts to the ACLU of Hawai‘i Foundation underwrite public education & 
legal program work. Donate online using PayPal at: www.acluhawaii.org/give.
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I prefer to give anonymously (mark here): ___ 

This gift in honor of: _________________________________

My 50th anniversary gift to the ACLU:
__ $50.00 
__ $100.00
__ $230.50 ($0.50 cents per word in the Bill of Rights)
__ Other amount: $____________

Legislative Highlights, 2015 (July 2015) Our legislative team (made up of ACLU staff, coalitions and volunteer 
advocates) works to pass laws advancing core rights, and to defeat bills threatening them, fighting for fairness, equal 
rights and common sense from a civil rights viewpoint. ACLU advocacy is made possible by donors like you - through 
non tax-deductible donations to the ACLU of Hawai‘i. 

‘Ohana News! 
 
We said aloha to Legal/Legislative Assistant Holly Berlin who heads to law school 
on the mainland. We welcome Mandy Finlay, in the new position of Advocacy Coor-
dinator. We also welcome summer intern Sarah Flamm. 

Many thanks to the dedicated volunteers at the Davis Levin First Amendment Confer-
ence, including guest speakers (who donated their time) Edward Snowden and Ben 
Wizner, and volunteers Rodney Aiu, Shayna Lonoaea Alexander, Kate Ander-
son, Ibrahim Aoude, Nancy Davlantes, Marie Duby-Sugai, BJ Fulton, William 
“Doc” Grant, Jay Hartwell (who we also mahalo for inviting us to debut our Youth 
Rights Guide at Student Journalism Day!), Jerome Hughes, Kehau Kahalewai, 
Rafael Kennedy, Jenny Lee, Karen Lee, Steve Namiki, Amanda Reiner, Vicki 
Shambaugh, Aviam Soifer, Esther Solomon, Chelsey Stewart, Paul Sullivan, 
Misaki Takabayashi, Charin Tomomitsu, Tyrel Unsell, Angela Wilson, Matthew 
Winter, Constance Yee, and Steve Young. 

Our 2014 Amicus Campaign raised over $40,000 in grassroots support for the local 
ACLU from within the Hawai'i legal community. Big mahalo to the Working Group!: 
Nadine Ando, Wes Chang, Roger Fonseca (Chair), Barbara Franklin, Ed Kem-
per, Steve Levinson, Marianita Lopez, Andrea Low, Robert Merce, Judith Ann 
Pavey, Elbridge Smith, Patrick Taomae, Moana Yost and Nancy Youngren.

In Board news, our proposed slate was elected to serve 3-year terms 2015-2017! 
Congratulations to: George Atkins, Roger W. Fonseca, Pamela G. Lichty, Misaki 
Takabayashi and A. Jory Watland. We give our warmest mahalo to departing board 
members Moana Yost and Scott Nishimoto, and thank them for their service. 

Mahalo to our #DLFAC2015 ushers!

Student journalists covering the Youth Rights Guide

L: Holly Berlin and Dan Gluck, R: Mandy Finlay

Celebrating VICTORY on marriage equality!

<-- Just in! 
Protect your privacy and 
show your ACLU pride 
with these limited-edition 
stickers, perfect for mobile 
devices, laptops & more. 
Weʻll include one with your 
gift confirmation, while sup-
plies last!

Contact me about: 
___ Including the ACLU in my estate or will

––– Volunteering - I would like to help!

Donors keep us moving forward! 
The ACLU does not accept government funding. This enables our independence, but it also means 
donations from individuals like you are crucial to keep our programs vibrant and available statewide 
at no cost to the public. Every dollar counts! We realize the demands on your pocketbook and so 
appreciate it deeply whenever we receive a contribution of whatever amount. We will continue to earn 
your support every day. In return, you can count on the local ACLU to fulfill its mission with passion and 
thoughtfulness no matter how difficult the challenge.

vol37no7_topress.indd   2 7/21/15   1:51 PM


