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• RSVP by May 14!
Annual Membership 		
Meeting, May 21:
“Young Activists
Changing the World”

American Civil Liberties Union of Hawai‘i
P.O. Box 3410
Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96801
www.acluhawaii.org

___ I’d like to volunteer at the ACLU of Hawai‘i. Please contact me.
___ I’d like to discuss adding the ACLU to my estate plan. Please contact me.
___ My gift is a tribute In Memory of: ____________________________________________
___ My gift is a tribute In Honor of: ______________________________________________
___ I am a legal professional, direct my gift to the Lawyers Division.
___ My gift is anonymous (no public recognition for the donor, please!)
Gift Options (please check all that apply)

Total amount to be charged: $___________
Expires: ___/________
Card Number: __ __ __ __-__ __ __ __-__ __ __ __-__ __ __ __
Authorized Signature:							
Cardholder Name:							
Charge card type (please circle one)
__ $50.00

__ $100.00

VISA

MasterCard

__ Other gift amount: $____________

Tax deductible. Use the form above to include your contact information. To give
by check, make payable to “ACLU-HI Foundation” and mail to address above.

I will empower the ACLU-HI Foundation!
Put me on the private email list: 				
Day tel:

		

City:				

State:		

Zip:			

Non-Profit Org
U.S. Postage PAID
PERMIT no.252
Honolulu, HI

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Address:								
Name:									
Special accommodation: submit requests using the contact info above by
5/10. We will always try to accommodate requests. Ward Warehouse is ADAaccessible. Parking is free.
# ____ of guest (non-member) reservations for Annual Meeting (no charge)
# ____ of ACLU member reservations for Annual Meeting (no charge)
By mail: Box 3410, Hon., HI 96801 • Ph. (808) 522-5906 • Fax (808) 522-5909 •
office@acluhawaii.org • Neighbor islands toll-free: (877) 544-5906.
Include contact info so we can reach you in case event details change!

Annual Meeting is Sat., 5/21 - RSVP by 5/14!
Annual Membership Meeting Sat., May 21, 2011:

“Young Activists Changing the World”
It’s free &
open to the
public!
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UPDATE: Civil Liberties
@ the 2011 Hawai‘i State Legislature (4/21/11)
• Marriage Equality for Same-Sex Couples - VICTORY! On February 23, 2011,
Governor Abercrombie signed Act 1, giving same-sex couples the same rights, responsibilities, obligations and benefits that the state gives to opposite-sex married
couples. The ACLU of Hawai‘i supported the passage of the civil unions bill because
it is a substantial step towards ensuring that same-sex couples are afforded equal
treatment under the law.

RSV P
n ow!

• Increasing, Ensuring and Restoring the Right to Vote House Bill (“HB”) 545,
establishing online voter registration, and H.B. 1613, improving access to permanent
absentee ballot applications, are in conference committee. The ACLU of Hawai‘i supports these bills because they will eliminate barriers to exercising the right to vote.

Daniel Gluck, Senior
Staff Attorney, ACLU
of Hawai‘i

Max Matthews, Investigative
Associate, Special Dept. for War
Crimes of the Prosecutor’s Office
of Bosnia Herzegovina

Camille Cabalo,
Distiguished Ethnic Studies scholar & community
activist/organizer

Date: Sat., May 21, 2011 Program: (subject to change)
• Civil rights, human rights. Young activists are
Schedule (subject to change): making a difference in our communities locally,
nationally and internationally. Hear from our fasci1:00 Registration opens
nating panel of speakers, and join the conversation in roundtable discussions to follow!
1:30 Business Meeting

• Get breaking civil liberties developments from
the ACLU of Hawai‘i’s legal, legislative and public
education programs, and learn how you can get
involved defending civil liberties in Hawai‘i and
beyond.

2:00 – 3:15 Program
3:15 – 3:45 Roundtables
4:00 – Adjourn
Location: Ward Warehouse
Kaka‘ako Room (2nd Fl.)
1050 Ala Moana Blvd.
Honolulu, HI 96814
ADA-accessible. Special accommodation requests: submit by 5/10. We will always
try to fulfill requests.

Walk-ins welcome, your RSVP helps us plan ahead.
RSVP line: (808) 522-5906, Fax: (808) 522-5909
Neighbor islands toll free: (877) 544-5906
Web: www.acluhawaii.org
Free & open to the public. Refreshments provided.

RSVP by 5/14! Use the form in this newsletter or call
the numbers listed above. See you there!

• Eliminating Mandatory Minimum Sentences & Letting Three Strikes Law
Expire H.B. 1155, eliminating certain crimes from the mandatory minimum sentence
statute, is in conference committee while a bill to renew the “three strikes law” was
not given a hearing this session. The “three strikes law,” which was enacted in 2006
and expires on July 1, 2011, mandates a sentence of at least 30 years to life for a third
conviction for a violent offense. The ACLU of Hawai‘i supports H.B. 1155 and allowing the “three strikes law” to expire because they will help to combat Hawai‘i’s overincarceration crisis and protect the due process rights of those accused of crimes.
• Reforming Drug Policy Senate Bill (“SB”) 1458, establishing a comprehensive
five-year medical marijuana distribution pilot program, is in conference committee.
The ACLU of Hawai‘i supports this bill because it will give patients safe, legal and
reliable access to their medicine and, in so doing, help to further our goal of ending
punitive drug policies that cause the widespread violation of constitutional and human rights and unprecedented levels of incarceration. Further, the bill will advance
our goal to protect privacy rights by ensuring that the government does not intrude
upon private medical choices made by individuals in consultation with their doctors.
• Banning Shackling of Pregnant Inmates S.B. 219, banning shackling of pregnant inmates, is in conference committee. This bill will protect some of Hawai‘i’s most
vulnerable women from being unnecessarily shackled when they are pregnant and in
labor—a practice that not only violates a woman’s dignity, but can detrimentally affect
her health and the health of her pregnancy. The ACLU of Hawai‘i supports this bill
because it will further our goal of ending sex discrimination while protecting pregnant
inmates’ 8th Amendment right to be free from cruel and unusual punishment.
• Prohibiting Employment Discrimination Based on Gender Identity and Domestic Abuse Status H.B. 546 and S.B. 229 prohibit employers from discriminating against an employee based upon the employee’s gender identity and domestic
abuse victim status, respectively. H.B. 546 is waiting for the Governor’s signature
and S.B. 229 is in conference committee. Both bills will further the ACLU of Hawai‘i’s
goals of ending LGBT and sex discrimination.
- continued inside!
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45 Years...and More to Come!

Fundraising campaigns kick off with a boost!
As a government watchdog, the ACLU
accepts NO government funding. Never has, never will. Our ability to defend
civil liberties therefore depends on financial support from the community.
The dedicated volunteer leadership of
our campaigns raises tax-deductible
funds that drive local legal and educational work of the ACLU. Our heroes
this year include:

2010 Highlights: We celebrate the
victories big & small...the watershed
passage of Hawai‘i’s civil unions bill,
a long-overdue new field for a girls’
softball team usually relegated to remote, rock-strewn fields.
We celebrate the amazing activists of
Hawai‘i, exercising their right to be
heard...the “First Friday” ACLU posse (left), 2011 Guardians of Liberty
and Justice Youth Award winner Micah Inoue (center), and the 25+ community groups and volunteer performers who were the heart and soul of the
2010 Freedom Fair!
We celebrate the civil libertarians who
drive the Hawai‘i ACLU, ever inspired
by the Bill of Rights...from key local

law firms like Davis Levin Livingston, sponsors of the Davis Levin First
Amendment Conference, which presented Daniel and Patricia Ellsberg
(right) in their first-ever Hawai‘i appearance for a sold-out crowd of 600
people...to volunteer leaders statewide, including our own board of directors...to the kind, sometimes quiet
friends who share their stories & fill the
‘umeke at our community “civil liberties talk story” events.
We celebrate and the work continues.
Now in our 46th year of service, we
are renewed in spirit to stand strong,
protecting and defending the Constitution in Hawai‘i and the nation.
Mahalo nui loa!

Civil liberties conversations in our community:
Davis Levin First Amendment Conference featuring Daniel Ellsberg is on ‘Olelo Community Television! Now available online and on
demand at ‘OleloNet: http://www.olelo.org (click on the ‘OleloNet link to
the right). Schools, libraries & clubs: Free DVD copies of this event are
available for educational, non-commercial use!
Contact <kgrant@acluhawaii.org>.
“Our bodies, our rights” The juvenile justice system often
fails to uphold even the basic rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual &
transgender (“LGBT”) wards. Interviewed by In the Life Media for their nationally syndicated show, Legal Director Lois Perrin discusses R.G.
v. Koller, a first of its kind lawsuit that successfully challenged brutal conditions
for LGBT youth at the Hawai‘i Youth Correctional Facility and opened the door to
nationwide awareness and reform.
Watch online: http://inthelifemedia.org/html/episodes/144.html

ACLU-HI Wishlist -

contact us for more details!

- Protest monitors & support volunteers needed for a strong ACLU
presence defending the 1st Amendment at the APEC convention,
Nov. 12 & 13. Training provided, no legal experience is needed.
- A tech-friendly volunteer familiar with Drupal, and/or able to help
us develop “know your rights” apps for smartphones.
- Seeking students, faculty or administrators to arrange on-campus ACLU talks about civil rights during a police encounter. (any
school or college.)

Governance Corner
ACLU-HI strives to adopt non-profit best practices in its organization and programs. Contact
Executive Director Vanessa Chong at <vchong@acluhawaii.org> or (808) 522-5903 with your
feedback & suggestions. Each newsletter will highlight ways our local ACLU is adapting for
the future.

Nominees Sought Year-Round for Hawai‘i Board
ACLU of Hawai‘i Nominating Committee** year-round seeks candidates statewide to
fill future vacancies on our Board of Directors. Nominees of diverse backgrounds are
welcome who can be visionary leaders. Prior board experience not required but solid
candidates are committed to ACLU mission, collaboration and non-profit excellence.
To increase diversity, we are especially encouraging individuals who best represent
youth, ethnic/racial minorities and/or disability communities to be nominated.
Send your recommendations – all confidential – to Executive Director Vanessa
Chong <vchong@acluhawaii.org> along with resume of candidate.
** Andrea Low (chair), Jeff Hong, Tom Humphreys, Marianita Lopez (Affiliate
Affirmative Action Officer) and Patrick Taomae.
ACLU Hawai‘i News & Info is sent to members and supporters of the American Civil
Liberties Union of Hawai‘i (“ACLU of Hawai‘i”). This is not a subscription publication. We do
not accept unsolicited articles or advertisements. For information about becoming a member of the ACLU, please contact us. The ACLU of Hawai‘i is comprosed of two separate
corporate entities, the ACLU of Hawai‘i and the ACLU of Hawai‘i Foundation. Both are part
of the same overall organization. This newsletter collectively refers to the two organizations
under the name “ACLU of Hawai‘i,” whose mission is to protect the civil liberties contained
in the state and federal constitutions through litigation, legislative and public education
programs statewide. The ACLU is funded primarily through private donations and offers its
services at no cost to the public. The ACLU does not accept any government funds.
P.O. Box 3410 Hnl., HI 96801 • www.acluhawaii.org • office@acluhawaii.org
Tel: (808) 522-5900 • Neighbor Islands toll-free: (877) 544-5906 • Fax: (808) 522-5909

General Campaign Chair:
L. Richard Fried, Jr.
Amicus Campaign Co-Chairs:
Nadine Y. Ando
Sheryl L. Nicholson
Amicus Campaign Committee:
Michelle Ching
Roger W. Fonseca
Ed Kemper
Michael Kozak
Marianita Lopez
Judith Ann Pavey
Evan Shirley
Moana Asam Yost
Nancy Youngren

Super-charged matching gift
challenge! Anonymous donor(s) will
match, dollar-for-dollar, any increase
over your 2010 gift – or any new gift (in
case we missed you last year) – up to
$70,000!

Individual Retirement Account
Holders: Good News!

If you have an Individual Retirement
Account (IRA) and are considering a
charitable gift to ACLU Foundation,
there’s some good news: Congress has
retroactively extended—from 1/1/10 to
12/31/11—the law that permits direct,
tax-free distributions (“rollovers”) from
qualified IRAs to nonprofit organizations. Certain requirements apply to
charitable IRA rollovers:
• You must be at least 70 1/2 at the
time you make the gift.
• The distribution must be made
from your traditional or Roth IRA to
the ACLU Foundation.
• The distribution may not exceed
$100,000.
• You receive no non-tax-deductible benefits from the ACLU Foundation in exchange for your gift.
Questions about directing a distribution
from your IRA to ACLU? Contact Vanessa Chong, Executive Director, at (808)
522-5903 or vchong@acluHawai‘i.org.
There is a wealth of information on the
national ACLU website,
<http://www.aclu.org>. Click on “Donate” and go to “IRA Rollover – Just
Extended”.

Legislative Update (4/21/11)

- continued from reverse

• Banning the Transfer of Juveniles to Adult Correctional Facilities H.B. 1067,
prohibiting the transfer of youth at the Hawai‘i Youth Correctional Facility to adult
correctional facilities for disciplinary or other reasons, is waiting for the Governor’s
signature. The ACLU of Hawai‘i supports this bill because it will protect youths’ 8th
amendment right to be free from cruel and unusual punishment.
• Establishing a Media Shield for Journalists H.B. 1376, extending the news
media privilege against the compelled disclosure of sources and unpublished information, is in conference committee. The ACLU of Hawai‘i supports this bill because
it safeguards free speech by ensuring that journalists continue to have the tools they
need to hold the government accountable to the people.
• Allowing Minors to Consent to Emergency Shelter Services S.B. 921, allowing child service providers to give emergency shelter and related services to a minor
without parental consent, is awaiting the Governor’s signature. The ACLU of Hawai‘i
supports this bill because it ensures minors’ rights to receive necessary services
without parental consent.
Looking forward: Priority for the 2012 Session
• Mandating that Emergency Service Providers Give Sex Assault Survivors
Access to Emergency Contraception
S.B. 218, which would mandate that emergency services providers give sex assault
survivors access to emergency contraception (“EC”), was not passed this session.
For over ten years, the ACLU of Hawai‘i and allies have been lobbying for the passage of this bill, which is aimed primarily at those women who are not ready and/
or willing to contact the police after a sex assault. A 2010 survey found that only a
handful of Hawai‘i’s twenty-sex emergency services providers give sex assault survivors access and information about EC. Given that Hawai‘i has only four 24-hour
pharmacies in the entire state (all of which are on Oahu), women who are raped after
pharmacies close for the evening may have no access to emergency contraception
when time is of the essence. The ACLU of Hawai‘i supports mandating the provision
of EC because it will advance our goals of ending sex discrimination, ensuring reproductive freedom and protecting everyone’s right to make informed decisions free
from government interference about whether and when to become a parent. Help us
revive S.B. 218 next session and ensure that sex assault survivors get the medical
care that they need!
• Mahalo to the 2011 ACLU of Hawai‘i Legislative Steering Group:
Roger W. Fonseca, Gail Gnazzo, Steven H. Levinson, Pamela G. Lichty,
Marianita Lopez, Jim Shon, Laurie Temple, A. Joris Watland.
• Mahalo to ACLU-HI friends who offer testimony on the bills we are tracking. Your
activism makes a big difference! If you don’t already get our updates, here’s how:
Activate for civil liberties!
Sign up for our ‘Ohana Email Action Alerts – get timely updates about legislative,
legal and educational events, and take action to protect & promote civil liberties in
2012! Email <addme@acluhawaii.org>. This private email list is never published,
shared or sold.
Join us on social media sites:
Facebook: <http://www.facebook.com> “acluhawaii”
Twitter: <http://www.twitter.com> “@acluhawaii”

