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Bill of Rights Day Celebration highlights civil 
rights & mass incarceration, police surveillance 

ENDING MASS INCARCERATION IN HAWAI‘I: 
The United States is the worldʻs largest jailer. 1 in 9 men 
in the U.S. will be in jail at some point, with lifelong con-
sequences to employment, housing and more. Even 
worse, the poor and people of color (including Native 
Hawaiians) are charged and convicted more often, and 
with harsher sentences - despite common rates of crime 
among all races. 

Join Legal Director Mateo Caballero to discuss: 
• Why are so many people in America caught up 

in the criminal justice system? 
• Why are some groups punished more often - 

and more harshly - than others?
• What are conditions like in Hawaii's jails & prisons?  
• What constitutional concerns are raised? 
• How can we reduce incarceration rates in 

Hawai‘i and keep our communities safe? 

LIMITING HAWAI‘I POLICE SURVEILLANCE:
Drones. Mobile x-ray vans. "Stingray" cell phone intercep-
tors. Automated recognition & tracking based on your face 
or license plate. Backdoors to private data on social media. 
50% of all Americans are now in government facial recog-
nition databases. Often deployed by local police forces in 
secret, with minimal oversight and little or no public policy 
to govern its use - where should surveillance stop?

Join Advocacy Coordinator Mandy Finlay to discuss: 
• Which of the 13 surveillance technologies of con-

cern to the ACLU are in use by Hawai‘i police?  
• What constitutional concerns are raised?
• What can go wrong when police use "dragnet" 

data gathering?  
• How can communities define and place limits on 

surveillance technologies used in local policing?

 What: Annual Membership Meeting & Bill of Rights Day Celebration.

 When: Th., 12/8/16, 5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. Planned agenda: 
Registration: 5:00 p.m. 
Business Meeting: 5:30 - 6:00 p.m. 
Program: 6:00 - 7:30 p.m.

 Where: Neal S. Blaisdell Center, Maui Room (2nd floor facing Ward       
 Ave., ADA accessible). Light refreshments.

RSVP & special accommodation: Your RSVP by W., 11/30/16 will help  
us plan, though walk-ins are also welcome. Special accommodation  
requests by W. 11/23 - we will always try to fulfill requests.
  Email: office@acluhawaii.org

  Phone: (808) 522-5906 or 1-877-544-5906 toll free neighbor islands
  Mail: use the paper RSVP form on the last page

RSVP by W., 11/30/16!

The evening of Th.,12/8/16, join us for a free, public event! Following the Annual Membership Meeting, get breaking 
updates on the work of your local ACLU, and a conversation on two key issues facing Hawai‘i and the nation:

Name:	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Address:	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	City:	 	 	 State:	 	 	Zip:	 	

Day	tel:		 	 	 	Email:			 	 	 								_______________	Add	to	ACLU-HI	private	email	list?	Y		N

ANNUAL MEETING - RSVP by 11/30.  Email: office@acluhawaii.org • Mail: Box 
3410, Hon., HI 96801 • 24-hour RSVP line:  (808) 522-5906 (Neighbor islands toll-free: (877) 544-5906) • 
Fax (808) 522-5909. Include contact info so we can reach you in case event details change!

# ____ of ACLU member reservations for Annual Meeting (no charge)

# ____ of guest (non-member) reservations for Annual Meeting (no charge)

Special accommodation: submit requests using the contact info above by 11/23. We will always try to 
accommodate requests. Blaisdell Center is ADA-accessible. Parking is $7.00, cash only.

Maui frie
nds 

– save the date! 

1/19/17

5 - 7:30 p.m.

ACLU-HI Public 

Meeting

Location TBA

INSIDE!:
• Bill of Rights Day Celebration fo-

cuses on mass incarceration, po-
lice surveillance - RSVP by 11/30!

• Voting rights vs. Columbus Day!
• Volunteers and donors make our 

world go ʻround! 

Victory! Voter registration deadline extended after ACLU demand letter
Following an ACLU demand letter, and with 
the support of our local League of Women 
Voters and Common Cause Hawai‘i, elec-
tion officials agreed to follow the law in han-
dling mailed in voter registrations. 

Hawaii’s 2016 deadline for mailed voter registration appli-
cations fell on a Federal holiday (Discoverers’ Day) with no 
mail service. The Hawaiʻi Office of Elections ("OOE"), not-
ing the conflicting dates, had decided to only accept reg-
istration forms postmarked by Saturday, 10/8/16. Because 
the window allowed by the OOE was shorter than required 
by law, and registration forms mailed by the actual 10/10/16 
deadline were not going to be accepted, some Hawaiʻi vot-
ers were in danger of being disenfranchised in the upcom-

ing 11/8/16 General Election, in violation of the National 
Voter Registration Act. 

We wrote a demand letter to the Department of the Attor-
ney General and the OOE. Attorney General Chin promptly 
responded, affirming that election officials would accept 
voter registrations postmarked Tuesday, 10/11/16. Le-
gal Director Mateo Caballero said: “This is a win for voting 
rights – fundamental to our democracy and protected by the 
Constitution. It is important that the law is followed so that 
all voters have fair and equal access to the polls. In fact, 
we are not the only state that needed to adjust deadlines 
this year. We are glad that the Attorney General took swift 
corrective action, avoiding the need for further legal action.”
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‘Ohana News The work of the American Civil Liberties Union 
of Hawai‘i to protect and advance civil rights would not be possible without 
generous donations by supporters of time, talent and funding. As a govern-
ment watchdog, our independence is paramount. We never seek or accept 
government grants, relying instead on the local generosity of passionate 
civil libertarians to fund our work. A heartfelt "mahalo" to all our supporters 
statewide for helping us make Hawaii's government more fair and more just 
- for all.

 

Leadership transitions: The ACLU of Hawai‘i proudly welcomes new Legal 
Director Mateo Caballero and Legal Fellow Ainsley Dowling to the staff! 
Mateo attended Harvard Law School, and has a litigation background in con-
stitutional, housing and general litigation. He previously volunteered on the 
prestigious ACLU of Hawai‘i Litigation Committee. Ainsley recently passed 
the New York bar, and comes to us for a one-year appointment via the Uni-
versity of Chicago's Public Interest Fellowship.  We bid a fond farewell and 
a hui hou (until we meet again) to board member Brooke Wilson, for her 

volunteer service of over 6 years.

ACLU in the community: 
The Davis Levin First Amendment 
Conference presented a special ad-
vance screening of Oliver Stoneʻs 
latest film "Snowden", a fictionalized 
account of events leading up to the 
Snowden disclosures. Mahalo to Da-
vis Levin Livingston's Mark Davis for 
sponsoring this film on the heels of our 
award-winning event in 2015 featuring 
Edward Snowden live via satellite link 
to a sold-out crowd at the Hawai‘i Con-
vention Center. Mahalo to board mem-

ber Barbara Franklin from Hawai‘i Island for welcoming the guests to this 
sold-out event, and to board member Jeff Hong for leading the post-screen-
ing talkback! We also want to thank the great folks at Open Road Films and 
their local representative Jessie Lamug for the extraordinary opportunity to 
screen this film. In recognition of the ACLU's work for government transpar-
ency, against unchecked government surveillance, and our legal support of 
Snowden, Open Road made this special event available to ACLU affiliates 
around the country before its official theatrical release! The invitation to this 
screening went out via our never-shared email list. If you would like to join 
the list to get updates and invitations like these, please email "addme@aclu-
hawaii.org"...We are deeply grateful to affiliate friend Esther Arinaga of the 
First United Methodist Church of Honolulu and to Pastor Amy Wake for 
inviting the ACLU to one of their major outreach events of the year: the "Party 
in the Park." This event reaches out to Honolulu's homeless community to 

lift up health and civil rights 
with compassion and hope. 
Presented by a hui of local 
churches. The ACLU was 
on hand to share informa-
tion and answer questions 
with over 200 guests about 
our "Homeless in Hawai‘i? 
Know Your Rights!" guide 
- available in English and 
Chuukese, with a Marshal-
lese version to follow. 

This guide and others 
are available on our web-
site under the "know your 
rights" tab...Many thanks 
to the great volunteers who 
turned out to march with 
us in the 2016 Honolulu 
Pride Parade & Festival, 
under the leadership of our 
own Mandy Finlay! Equal 
rights and equal protection 
for all is the ACLU mission, 
including rights for persons 
who are lesbian, gay, transgender, bisexual, intergender, questioning, 
and asexual...We recently mailed every public library in the state an informa-
tional poster about the rights of Hawaii's home-
less, and a stack of our 2016 Voting Rights 
Guide to give out to patrons. Sincere mahalo to 
volunteers Rodney Aiu and Karen Lee for their 
assistance packing the guides and getting the 
mailer out the door!...The Hawai‘i State Access 
to Justice Commission recently held its 2016 
Pro Bono Awards, honoring local attorneys who 
donate time and talent to public interest law. This 
year, we are proud that among the honorees were 
Kristin Holland and Nick Kacprowski of  promi-
nent local law firm Alston Hunt Floyd & Ing - 
honored for their work as co-counsel with ACLU 
Hawai‘i on the lawsuit Martin v. City and County of 
Honolulu, which challenged the City's immediate 
destruction ot property during "sweeps" of home-
less encampments - in violation of the U.S. and Hawai‘i State Constitutions. 

Legal Director Mateo Caballero (seated) speaks with an attendee 

of the United Methodist Church of Honolulu's "Party in the Park"

Year-End Giving 
– Remember the ACLU! 

© 2016, Open Road Films, used w/permission

Mateo Caballero Ainsley Dowling Brooke Wilson

Volunteers marching in the 2016 Honolulu Pride Parade!

As you consider your year-end charitable giving, we hope the ACLU 
has again earned your confidence. Your financial support enables the 
local ACLU to be a fearless advocate for all people statewide. Almost 
all of the ACLUʻs financial support comes from individual donations. 
We do not accept government funds. 

Whether donating online (acluhi.org/donate) or writing a check to the 
ACLU of Hawai‘i Foundation - every dollar counts to keep our pro-
gram services free and accessible to those in need. 

For more information about any aspect of giving - feel free to contact 
us directly at ph. (808) 522-5903 or email vchong@acluhawaii.org. 

P.S. You can also designate the ACLU during the campaigns of         
Aloha United Way (#71110), the Combined Federal Campaign via 
AUW (#51540), and Foodlandʻs "Give Aloha" (#77407). 

My gift to support civil liberties in Hawai‘i
Tax-deductible.	Make	checks	payable	to	“ACLU-HI	Foundation."	Mail	to:	ACLU	of	Hawai‘i	
P.O.	Box	3410	Hon.,	HI	96801.
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City:	 	 	 State:	 	 	Zip:	 	
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Add	to	ACLU-HI	private	email	list?	Y		N

__	$50.00			 				__	$100.00		 				__	Other	gift	amount:	$____________
	
Charge	card	type	(please	circle	one)					VISA	 		MasterCard

Cardholder	Name:	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Authorized	Signature:	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	
Card	Number:	__	__	__	__-__	__	__	__-__	__	__	__-__	__	__	__		Expires:	___/________	

	
									 Please	contact	me	to	discuss	adding	the	ACLU	to	my	estate	plan.	

Vanessa Y. Chong
Executive Director

Ring in 2017 with civil rights for all!:

Harm Reduction Conference: A day-long advocate's gathering 
on how to "humanize, not criminalize" local policy approaches to issues 
like sex work, drug use, & homelessness. F., 1/13/17, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 
the Ala Moana Hotel. ACLU Hawai‘i is a participant & presenter.  https://
harmreductionhawaii.com/

ACLU Maui Meeting & Program: Join us on the Valley Isle Th., 
1/19/17, evening, time and location TBA - a mailer will be sent to all Maui 
based members and supporters, or check back on Facebook & Twitter.


