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Re:   Testimony of the ACLU of Hawaii in Support to H.B. 622, Relating to 
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Dear Chair Rhoads and Members of the Committee on Judiciary 
 
The American Civil Liberties Union of Hawaii (“ACLU of Hawaii”) writes in support to H.B. 
622, which seeks to make permanent the limited news media privilege against the compelled 
disclosure of sources and unpublished sources.  
 
Freedom of the press promotes speech and self-governance for all Americans. Journalists 
provide information needed for voters to evaluate candidates. They uncover unlawful acts by 
elected representatives and expose government abuses of power. Investigative reporting helps 
ensure that our government is open to public scrutiny. Liberty is lost without a free and 
independent press. 
 
Journalists cannot maintain their independence without access to information from confidential 
sources. The Watergate scandal and the Pentagon Papers became public only after informants 
were assured anonymity. More recently, confidential sources broke stories about illegal 
government programs including torture, warrantless wiretapping, kidnapping, and detention. In 
retaliation, the government has used subpoenas to intimidate journalists into revealing sources 
and jailed them if they declined to name names. 
 
The government’s efforts to silence dissent are facilitated by the lack of a journalist’s privilege 
from identifying confidential sources. Forty-nine states and D.C. recognize some form of 
reporters’ privilege. A vibrant and meaningful state reporters’ shield will ensure that journalists 
continue to have the tools they need to hold the government accountable to the people. It also 
will allow the press to continue to inform the public about substantial risks to our health and 
safety without fear of government persecution. 
 
The experiences of the states, most federal courts, and our closest allies around the world  
demonstrate that we can have freedom of the press without harming our collective security. A 
state media shield law that safeguards free speech and other important interests strikes the right 
balance. 
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Thank you for this opportunity to testify.   
 
Sincerely,  
 
Laurie A. Temple 
Staff Attorney  
ACLU of Hawaii  
 
The ACLU of Hawaii has been the state’s guardian of liberty for 47 years, working daily in the 
courts, legislatures and communities to defend and preserve the individual rights and liberties 
equally guaranteed to all by the Constitutions and laws of the United States and Hawaii.  The 
ACLU works to ensure that the government does not violate our constitutional rights, including, 
but not limited to, freedom of speech, association and assembly, freedom of the press, freedom of 
religion, fair and equal treatment, and privacy.  The ACLU network of volunteers and staff works 
throughout the islands to defend these rights, often advocating on behalf of minority groups that 
are the target of government discrimination. If the rights of society’s most vulnerable members 
are denied, everyone’s rights are imperiled. 
       
 


