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2012 will see a number of bills carried over from the 2011 session as well as new legislation.  
The ACLU of Hawaii will be supporting bills that impact civil rights, including but not limited to 
the list below.  Check the 2011 ACLU of Hawaii Legislative Program Summary for a 
comprehensive list of all legislation that will carry over to the 2012 session. 
 
ACLU of Hawaii is lobbying legislators to draft and introduce the following bills: 
 
•  Vital Statistics Modernization Act (discrimination against transgender individuals, privacy, 

liberty) - this bill will amend Hawaii’s birth certificate statute, to eliminate unnecessary and 
inappropriate barriers, including requiring a “sex change operation,” to a transgender 
individual’s ability to change the gender marker on his/her birth certificate.  

 
• Driver’s License Data Collection and Retention Act (privacy) – this bill will limit the 

collection and retention of driver’s license data by private business entities. 
 
• Aid in Dying (liberty, privacy, equal protection) - this bill will allow/clarify that Hawaii 

physicians who so choose may provide aid in dying to their mentally competent, terminally 
ill patients without fear of prosecution, subject to professional standards of care. 

 
• Hawaii DREAM Act (discrimination against immigrants) - this bill will allow qualified 

undocumented immigrants to pay in-state tuition at Hawaii’s public colleges and universities. 
 
ACLU of Hawaii is lobbying legislators to hear the following carry-over bills: 
 
•  Compassionate Care (requiring emergency rooms to provide rape survivors with information 

and access to emergency contraception) 
• Voting – Election Day Registration, Online Voter Registration 
• Mandatory sex education 
• Medical cannabis program reform 
• Eliminating mandatory minimum sentences for non-violent offenders 
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For details on the types of cases we take, and how to submit potential cases to us, please visit 
http://www.acluhawaii.org and click on “Requesting Assistance.”  If you would like to receive further 

communications from the ACLU of Hawaii from our legislative, litigation and/or public education programs, please 
send your email address to office@acluhawaii.org. 

 

County Legislation 
 
Honolulu County 
• Bill 47 (Campaign Signs) – First Amendment 
 Bill 47 attempted to regulate the size and number of noncommercial signs on private 

property. The bill failed to pass. 
 
• Bill 54 (Stored Property) – First Amendment 
 Bill 54 was passed and will establish a procedure for the removal and disposal of personal 

property stored on public property.  The bill appears to allow police to confiscate the 
property of an individual holding a 24-hour protest. 

 
• Resolution 11-229 (Surveillance) – Privacy, First Amendment, Fourth Amendment, Equal 

Protection 
 This resolution authorizes the use of overt video monitoring in the City and County of 

Honolulu.  This resolution was adopted. 
 
• Resolution 11-247 ($75,000 Gift to HPD) – First Amendment, Equal Protection 
 This resolution allows the Honolulu Police Department to accept a gift of $75,000 from a 

private business in order to address various illegal activities on the public sidewalks in Waikiki 
along Kalakaua and Kuhio Avenues, connecting side streets, and the beach from the Kapahulu 
Pier to the Hilton Hawaiian Beach Resort and Spa. 

 
Hawaii County 
• Bill 134 (Drug Testing Elected Officials) – Fourth Amendment, Privacy 
 This bill sought to amend the Hawaii County Charter to require drug testing for elected 

officials.  This bill was postponed indefinitely. 
 
State and County Administrative Agencies 
  
•   Proposals to amend county administrative rules re changing the gender marker on a driver’s 

license (privacy, liberty, discrimination against transgender individuals) 
  
 The ACLU of Hawaii asked all four Hawaii counties to amend their administrative rules to 

allow individuals to change the gender marker on their driver’s license so long as the 
individual submits a certified statement from a physician, licensed therapist or counselor, 
case worker, social worker, or other medical or social service authority stating the applicant’s 
gender identity, and an affidavit from the applicant affirming that his or her request for 
gender designation is not for any fraudulent or other unlawful purpose.  Current 
administrative rules require sex reassignment surgery.  We anticipate that Honolulu County 
will begin the process of amending its rules early 2012 and Hawaii, Maui and Kauai County 
soon afterward. 

 


